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Welcome 
to the 130th Annual Meeting of the Texas State Historical Association
After 130 years, the Texas State Historical Association is the oldest learned association in Texas. In the 19th century, 
university-trained specialists began forming organizations to set standards in their fields including the American Medical 
Association (1847), National Education Association (1857), the American Bar Association (1878), and the American 
Historical Association (1884). Just a few years later, a group of university history professors and others who were interested 
in promoting the story of the Lone Star State gathered at the University of Texas to form the Association. 

In his history of the TSHA, At the Heart of Texas: One Hundred Years of the Texas State Historical Association, 1897-1997, Director of 
Publications and new State Historian of Texas Rick McCaslin writes that the “father” of the new association was Professor 
George Garrison, who convened ten men in Austin in February 1897: Lester G. Bugbee, a former student; Robert L. Batts, 
from the University of Texas law faculty; John G. James, a past TAMU president; Martin M. Kenney of the Texas General 
Land Office; Robert E. McCleary, Texas Magazine editor; Eugene Digges, state librarian; writer William Corner; and Thomas 
Fitzhugh. But these people are not normally remembered as the TSHA founders. McCaslin explains that Garrison later 
enlisted several prominent Texas leaders to publicly support the new organization. These luminaries, McCaslin observes, 
became the names associated with the beginning of the TSHA and overshadowed the founding organizers.

The British theologian John Henry Newman wrote, “they are not necessarily the most useful in their generation, nor the 
most favored by God, who make the most noise in the world, and who seem to be principals in the great changes and events 
recorded in history.” As we study Texas history, we often run across the names of people who contributed to the past yet 
are forgotten in our textbooks. The names of men and women who acted courageously, contributed selflessly, or stood in 
the breech yet have not been remembered. One of our roles as historians and our purpose at the Annual Meeting is to cel-
ebrate the past, search out these forgotten names and events and to rescue these people and their contributions from being 
forgotten in the black hole of the past. 

The Staff and Board of your TSHA remains firmly committed to preserving our cherished past, expanding our knowledge 
of the past, and encouraging the teaching of Texas history from elementary school to the universities. We could not do it 
without the encouragement and support of you and your interest in promoting the Lone Star past.

Thank you for continuing to support our efforts. Together, we bring the past forward to future generations. 

Gene Preuss, Ph.D.
President, Board Member

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R



W
elcome to the 130th Annual 
Meeting of the Texas State His-
torical Association! It is sure to 
be an especially memorable gath-

ering with 125 speakers and more than 30 panels of inspir-
ing Texas History. We will celebrate our incoming Presi-
dent Wes Perry and acknowledge our outgoing President 
Gene Preuss, along with a special Old West-style Saloon 
Gaming Night and poker tournament with proceeds to di-
rectly support the Association. We ask you to share this 
with your family, friends, and colleagues to encourage their 
attendance. The TSHA Annual Meeting is known for gath-
ering passionate historians and history lovers from across 
the state for three days of compelling presentations, award 
announcements, and exclusive banquets and events. I know 
that our meeting this year will not disappoint!

I’m pleased to report that over the past year, TSHA has ful-
ly reinvigorated its publishing arm with Texas State Histo-
rian, Dr. Richard B. McCaslin at the helm. TSHA Press is 
producing award-winning titles with a steady stream of new 
works in progress. Going forward, we will greatly increase re-
printing of our out-of-date and rare publications. The South-
western Historical Quarterly remains the leading Texas History 
scholarly journal and is strengthening in all capacities under 
the new leadership of Emily Laskowski. The Texas Almanac 
became the official State Book of Texas and secured an ad-
ditional $150,000 in legislative support. Brett Regan and 
Sofia Treviño revamped the new Texas Almanac to exceed ex-
pectations for the honored designation. The Handbook of Texas 
surpassed 28,000 entries and receives over 6.2 million annual 
pageviews.  Our Handbook of Texas Women project will complete 
ten years of dedicated focus with over 500 new entries.

Our Education Department is now operating with a new 
energy under Director of Education Services Kimberly 
Peña and her staff. Junior Historians of Texas has grown to 
26 chapters, and the Walter Prescott Webb Historical So-
ciety has grown to more than a dozen, and we expect more 
than 70,000 students will participate in Texas History Day 
in Austin later this year. We are honored by H-E-B’s major 
sponsorship of $50,000 to support the event. To protect 
our past and invest in our future, the State Legislature com-
mitted $1 million annually in grants to directly support the 
students, teachers, and judges who participate in our edu-
cation programs. As a result, the museums, historical sites, 
and living history experiences across our state will soon be 
visited by far greater numbers of students engaged in our 
programs.
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Dear Meeting 

Attendees,

continued...
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As you may already know, the State Board of Education 
(SBOE) has approved a new format for teaching Texas his-
tory.  Without our advocacy, and all of those concerned, this 
may not have occurred. It is called “3-5-1,” which implies 
abbreviated courses in the third and fifth grades, and then 
nearly a full year of Texas history in the eighth grade. For the 
first time in the history of any state, our state’s history will 
be tested along with the other subjects–an incredible victory 
for the future of Texas history.

I hope that you’re planning to attend our Texas Revolution 
Rendezvous in San Antonio in April.  It is a great way to 
start off the Fiesta celebration and dive into that exciting era 
of Texas history. You can register on the TSHA website or 
contact our Director of Corporate Events, Angel Baldree, 
for more information. 

We also filled a critical position: Our new Membership Spe-
cialist, Solomon Weiner, has already accomplished a great 
deal in advancing our strategy and engagement. Member-
ship rebounded from just over 2,200 to 4,700, through 
partnerships within the museum community, with a goal of 
7,500 by year’s end. In addition, our Marketing Director, 
Raymond DeVuono, has made huge strides in sharing our 
accomplishments and driving more traffic to our website 
and online store.

And importantly, we expanded the role of grants manager 
Shelby Scheurmann’, who has done exceptional work secur-
ing funding for our most important projects. We are enter-
ing the final phase of a three-year grant from the WoodNext 
Foundation totaling $75,000 for the Handbook of Texas. As 
our new development coordinator she designed our recent 
Giving Tuesday and End-of-Year campaigns that directly 
support our mission. My profound appreciation to everyone 
who contributed and I’m proud that the J.P. and Mary Jon 
Bryan Foundation will match those donations.

Though there remains much work to be completed, TSHA 
is functioning as a team in the highest sense. We’re help-
ing each other to succeed and are enjoying the process of 
demonstrating to the world what a unique history we share 
in our great State of Texas. 

TSHA is on a strong trajectory. Financial stability has re-
turned, with positive projections for 2025, a $2.8 million en-
dowment, a generous land donation from the Carroll Family 
valued at $1.2 million, and a fourth consecutive clean audit. 
We’ve also renewed our office lease with UT Austin through 
2040. With renewed staff capacity, growing partnerships, 
and legislative backing, we remain committed—together 
with UT Austin—to preserving and promoting Texas his-
tory for scholars, teachers, students, and citizens statewide.

J. P. Bryan
Executive Director



T
he TSHA meets this year in Irving, in the heart of the Dallas/
Fort Worth metropolis. No matter what interests you, you can 
find it in “DFW.” World-class museums focusing on art and his-
tory, thriving businesses, medicine and science, and, of course, 

entertainment and sports—all of it can be found here. We are here to celebrate 
and promote Texas history, and Irving is a fine place to do that. 

The TSHA has again enjoyed a successful year. Here are some of our accomplishments: 

•	 TSHA education efforts have expanded with the addition of new chapters of the Junior Historians and Webb 
Society. Texas History Day increased again in 2025. Almost 1,200 students came to Austin after competing in 
districts all over Texas. Many advanced to the national finals in Washington, DC, where some won even more 
awards. Watch for more initiatives thanks to new funding from the Texas legislature. 

•	 The Southwestern Historical Quarterly has increased in size by almost 50 percent during the past year. Every edition includes 
four main selections, and the Southwest Collection offers more information on Texas history than ever before.  

•	 TSHA Press published seven books this year, with four of these new titles making their annual meeting debut 
here in Irving. James Brasher, 11 Days on the Colorado, won the Summerfield G. Roberts Award from the Sons of 
the Republic of Texas.    

•	 The Texas Almanac was declared to be the State Book of Texas by the legislature in a well-deserved recognition 
of its status. The 2026-2027 edition appeared in November 2025. Rewritten and re-designed, it lives up to the 
lofty new title bestowed upon it.  

•	 The Handbook of Texas has again added more than a hundred new articles since we last met. At the same time, 
thanks to our readers, dozens of corrections have been made to existing entries, increasing the value of this 
growing online resource.  

•	 TSHA revenues and endowments have increased thanks to strong contributions, grants, events, memberships, 
investments, and sales. We once more came through our audit with flying colors, and we will continue our strong 
financial growth in the coming year. 

•	 New faces have joined the TSHA staff, enhancing our great team. Our new Director of Education Services is 
Kinberly Peña, while Solomon Weiner now serves as Membership Specialist. If you see them at the meeting, tell 
them hello!

We will continue to expand our role within a broad network of Texas organizations, fostering public awareness, collabo-
ration, and communication. I want to thank my co-workers, our many members at all levels, and the volunteers who fill 
our committees and boards. Your dedication to moving the TSHA into a brighter future inspires me. Texas is growing, and 
understanding and appreciating our diverse and unique history are the keys to incorporating new Texans into the fabric of 
the Lone Star State. With your support, the TSHA will lead this effort. Thank you for attending this year’s annual meeting, 
joining us in fostering the teaching, understanding, and appreciation of the rich history of Texas. 

Richard B. McCaslin, Ph.D.
Director of Publications
Texas State Historian
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TSHA Board Meeting 
Irving Archives and Museum

Wednesday, March 4, 3:00 p.m. 
TSHA Board Members Only

Board Member & VIP Reception
Irving Westin Archives and Museum
Wednesday, March 4, 5:30 p.m.

Sponsored by Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries 
RSVP Required 

Women in Texas History Luncheon
Trinity Ballroom

Thursday, March 5, 12:00 p.m.
Sponsored by Dr. Betty Edwards

Afternoon Cocktail Social
Live Oak Ballroom

Thursday, March 5, 3:30 p.m.

TSHA President Elect’s  
Dinner

Trinity Ballroom
Thursday, March 5, 6:30 p.m.

Sponsored by PBX

Book Lovers’ and Texana  
Collectors’ Breakfast 

Trinity Ballroom
Friday, March 6, 7:30 a.m.

Fellows and Awards  
Luncheon

Trinity Ballroom
Friday, March 6, 12:00 p.m.

TSHA Membership Business Meeting
Irving Lecture Hall

Friday, March 6, 1:45 p.m.
TSHA Members Only

Afternoon Cocktail Social
Live Oak Ballroom

Friday, March 6, 4:00 p.m.
Sponsored by Frontier Developments, Inc.

TSHA’s 130th Anniversary Celebration
Trinity Ballroom

Friday, March 6, 6:30 p.m.
Sponsored by Lee and Ramona Bass

and L’Auberge Casino Resort

The Stones are Speaking 
Documentary Screening 

Irving Lecture Hall 
Saturday, March 7, 10:30 a.m.

banquets & events
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Mary M. Hughes Research Fellowship in Texas History 
Vincent A. Lazaro 

Segregation Without Statute: Mexican American Educational Access  
in Early-Twentieth-Century San Antonio

Larry McNeill Research Fellowship in Texas Legal History 
Jody Edward Ginn 

The Legal History Surrounding the Sherman Race Riot/Lynching of George Hughes

John H. Jenkins Research Fellowship in Texas History 
Caroline Wood Newhall 

In Revenge for Stealing Freedom: Enslaved People’s Warfare in North America

Cecilia Steinfeldt Fellowship for Research in the  
Arts and Material Culture 

Joshua Yudkin 
Seeds of Service

Lawrence T. Jones III Research Fellowship in  
Civil War Texas History  

Vincent A. Lazaro  
The Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Birth of Public Education in Texas: State 

Formation and the Foundations of San Antonio’s First High School

Catarino and Evangelina Hernández Research  
Fellowship in Latino History 

Eliza Kravitz 
What the Lens Conceals: Bracero Ambitions and  

Controversy in Post-Revolutionary Mexico

Randolph B. “Mike” Campbell Award 
1st Place: Paul M. Lucko, Capital Punishment in Texas 

2nd Place: Frank Jackson, The Alamo (1960)

H. Bailey Carroll Award for Best Article in the  
Southwestern Historical Quarterly 

David Huenlich 
The German Lives of Black Texans: Language and Interethnic Relations

Ron Tyler Award for Best Illustrated Book  
on Texas History and Culture  

James Harkins, Mark Lambert, Dr. Brian Stauffer, Patrick Walsh 
Texas Takes Shape: A History in Maps From the General Land Office 

(University of Texas Press)

Kate Broocks Bates Award for Historical Research 
Jim Burnet 

Saltgrass Prairie Saga: A German American Family in Texas  
(Texas A&M University Press)

Liz Carpenter Award for Best Book on the History of Women 
Mary Ellen Curtin 

She Changed the Nation: Barbara Jordan’s Life and Legacy  
in Black Politics (University of Pennsylvania Press)

Gail and Chuck Swanlund Award for Best Texas History Anthology 
Bruce A. Glasrud and Harold J. Weiss, Jr. 

Tracking the Texas Ranger Historians (University of North Texas Press)

Coral Horton Tullis Memorial Prize for Best Book on Texas History 
Sarah K. M. Rodríguez  

One National Family: Texas, Mexico and the Making of the Modern United 
States, 1820–1867 (Johns Hopkins University Press)

Al Lowman Memorial Prize  
Jeff Roche  

The Conservative Frontier: Texas and the Origins of the New Right 
(University of Texas Press)

Lynna Kay Shuffield Memorial Award in Texas Jewish History 
Jilllian Glantz 

Remember My Soul

Barbara Rosenthal 
Grit & Grace: How Jewish Women Built a Better Texas 

Kay Bailey Hutchison Award for Women’s  
Achievements in Texas History 

Linda Sioux Henley

Mary Jon and J. P. Bryan Leadership in Education Award 
K-12 Level, Nichole Ritchie 

College Level, Deborah M. Liles, PhD

John W. Crain Texas History Education Award 
Adalberto Guerrero, El Paso ISD

2026 TSHA Fellowship Inductions
Mary Margaret McAllen, PhD

Anne J. Bailey, PhD

The Texas State Historical Association (TSHA) has announced the winners of its annual awards program for 2026. This year’s 
awards recognize outstanding contributions to the field of Texas history, and the TSHA is proud to honor the following recipients:

2026 TSHA Award Recipients 
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committees

Publication Committees
Texas Almanac Advisory Committee
Handbook of Texas Advisory Committee
Publications Committee
Texas Historian Editorial Advisory Board
Southwestern Historical Quarterly Advisory Board
Touchstone Editorial Advisory Board

Business Committees
Archives Committee
Auction Committee
Audit Committee
Bylaws Committee
Development Committee
Education Committee
Fellows Committee
Finance Committee
Governance Committee
Legislative Affairs Committee
Membership Committee
Nominating Committee
Women’s Legation Committee

Annual Meeting and Event Committees
Local Arrangements Committee 
Auction Committee 
2026 Program Committee
Resolutions Committee

Awards Committees
Al Lowman Award Committee
Gail and Charles Swanlund Award Committee
Coral Horton Tullis Award Committee
Fellowship Awards Committee
H. Bailey Carroll Award Committee
Hernandez Research Fellowship Committee
Kate Broocks Bates Award Committee
Liz Carpenter Award Committee
Mary Jon and J.P. Bryan Awards Committee
Ron Tyler Award Committee
Larry McNeill Research Fellowship Committee
Kay Bailey Hutchison Award Committee



T I M E
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
3:00 PM
5:00 PM

8:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
2:00 PM
2:00 PM
2:00 PM
2:00 PM
3:30 AM
3:30 AM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM

7:30 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
1:45 AM
3:00 PM
3:00 PM
3:00 PM
3:00 PM
3:30 PM
4:00 PM
4:00 PM
6:30 PM

8:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM

N A M E
Exhibitor Move-in
Consortium Meeting
TSHA Board Meeting
TSHA Board Member and VIP Reception

Membership Committee Meeting
New Perspectives on German Texas.
Crossroads at a Crossroads: Revising a College Textbook in Fraught Times
Key Moments in WWII and the Texans Who Were There
Texas in the American Revolution
Development Committee Meeting
Re-Evaluating Texas Unionists
Evolving Research on Washington County Freedom Colonies
East Texas Oil History From Spindletop to Kilgore
Current and Future State of Water in Texas
Women in Texas History Luncheon
TSHA Founder’s Series Roundtable – Honoring the Legacy of Robert “Bob” S. Weddle
From Spindletop to Shale: The Arc of Innovation in Texas Oil
Memoir and Memory in the Texas Jewish Community
1st Women of Texas
Handbook of Texas Advisory Committee Meeting
Afternoon Social
Almanac Committee Meeting
Graduate Student Mixer
President Elect’s Dinner Honoring Wes Perry

Book Lovers’ and Texana Collectors’ Breakfast
Publications Committee Meeting
The Wild Country: Mesteñas and Fighting Bulls in Mexico and Texas
Tales from the Texas Centemmiel
Beneath Our Boots: Archeologists on the Subject of Texas History
Women in Texas Aviation
The Lives and Forgotten Times of Governors Coke, Throckmorton and Roberts
Texans in Civil War Indian Territory
Northern Mexico and Texas Borderlands
Traditions of Texas Trail Drivers and Beyond
Fellows and Awards Luncheon
Membership Business Meeting
Texas Forever: Law from the Villa de San Felipe Courthouse through Texas’s 1876 Constitution.
We Are Off to the Races! Horseracing History in Texas
Methodologies for Mapping Houston’s Old Chinatown
Cathlic Priests on the Texas Frontier
Archives Committee Meeting
Afternon Social
Handbook of Texas Workshop
President’s Dinner Honoring Dr. Gene Preuss

SHQ Editorial Board Meeting
A Border in Crisis: The 1916 Deployment of the National Guard to the Border and the Lessons Learned
Screw You, I’m not From Texas
The Medal of Honor in Texas: Service, Commitment, and Legacy
20th Century Texas Politics
Education Committee Meeting
Webb Society Meeting and Caldwell Awards
Changes and Challenges: Making and Remaking Dallas
The Life and Times of Jenkins Garrett
The Stones are Speaking Documentary Screening
Texas History Resources at SMU: Old and New
Junior Historian Meeting

R O O M  N A M E
Live Oak Ballroom

Sunnyside
Irving Archives and Museum
Irving Archives and Museum

Sunnyside
Trinity 1-3

Trinity 6-8
Irving Lecture Hall

Chinaberry
Sunnyside
Trinity 1-3

Trinity 6-8
Irving Lecture Hall

Chinaberry
Trinity 5

Trinity 1-3
Trinity 6-8

Irving Lecture Hall
Chinaberry
Sunnyside

Live Oak Ballroom
Sunnyside

Trinity 5

Trinity 5
Sunnyside
Trinity 1-3

Trinity 6-8
Irving Lecture Hall

Chinaberry
Trinity 1-3

Trinity 6-8
Irving Lecture Hall

Chinaberry
Trinity 5

Irving Lecture Hall
Trinity 1-3

Trinity 6-8
Irving Lecture Hall

Chinaberry
Sunnyside

Live Oak Ballroom
Live Oak Ballroom

Trinity 5

Sunnyside
Trinity 1-3

Trinity 6-8
Irving Lecture Hall

Chinaberry
Sunnyside
Sunnyside
Trinity 1-3

Trinity 6-8
Irving Lecture Hall

Chinaberry
Sunnyside

schedule at a glance
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Banquet Meeting Space
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2026  

Annual Meeting 

Sessions

8:00am, Membership Committee Meeting�� � � � � � � Sunnyside

9:00am, Session 1�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3 
New Perspectives on German Texas

Sponsored by: Dr. Betty Edwards 
Chair: Walter Kamphoefner, Texas A&M University 
Presenters: 
•  Walter Kamphoefner,  Texas A&M University, 

The Multilingual Heritage of German Texas 
•  Jim Kearney, University of Texas, Retired, 

A Life Portrait by Heinrich Struve 
•  Daniel Gelo and Christopher Wickham, University of Texas 

San Antonio, Retired, The German Texas Frontier in 1853: 
Ferdinand Lindheimer Accounts for the Present and Projects a Future  

9:00am, Session 2� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-6
Crossroads at a Crossroads: Revising a College Textbook in Fraught Times

Sponsored by: Jesús F. de la Teja 
Chair: Jesús F. de la Teja, Texas State University, Emeritus 
Moderator: Kendra DeHart, Sul Ross University 
Panelists: 
•  Ron Tyler, Amon Carter Museum, Retired 
•  Nancy Beck Young, University of Houston 
•  Jesús F. de la Teja, Texas State University, Emeritus 

9:00am, Session 3� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall
Key Moments in WWII and the Texans Who Were There

Sponsored by: Kent Hance 
Chair: Stephen Cure, Texas Historical Commission 
Presenters: 
•  Kelly Francis-Love, Texas Historical Commission, 

Harlon Block: A South Texan Immortalized 
•  Paige Gulley, Texas Christian University, The Worst Atrocity 

Stories You May Have Read Are True: A Texas Woman in Germany, 1945 
•  Lynn DeHart, Independent Scholar, The Best Worst Seat in History: 

Albert “Pappy” DeHart and the Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

9:00am, Session 4� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry 
Texas in the American Revolution

Sponsored by: Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission

Chair: Carolina Castillo Crimm, Professor Emeritus, 
Sam Houston State University 

Presenters: 
•  Scott McMahon, Texas Historical Commission, La Bahía 

and Liberty 
•  John Espinosa, Granaderos y Damas de Gálvez, 

Spain, Texas, and the American Revolution

9:00am, Development Committee Meeting�� � � � � � Sunnyside
 
10:30am, Session 5�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3
Re-Evaluating Texas Unionists

Sponsored by: TexasHistory.com 
Chair: Carl H. Moneyhon, University of Arkansas at 

Little Rock
Presenters:   
•  Jerry D. Thompson, Texas A&M International University 
•  Richard B. McCaslin, Texas State Historical Association 

10:30am, Session 6�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3
Evolving Research on Washington County Freedom Colonies

Chair: Natearah Austin, Texas Freedom Colonies Project	  
Presenters: 
•  Tina B. Henderson, Texas Ten Historical Explorers, 

Washington County Freedom Colonies 
•  Robert R. Rubb, Auburn University, The Camptown Freedom 

Colony 
•  Charles Swenson, Texas Ten Historical Explorers, Cemeteries 

as a Tool for Understanding Freedom Colonies

Thursday, March 5, 2026 
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10:30am, Session 7�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall
East Texas Oil History from Spindletop to Kilgore

Sponsored by: JP Bryan 
Chair: Lily Norman, Spindletop Boomtown Museum 
Presenters: 
•  Belinda George, Spindletop Boomtown Museum, Preserving

the Boom: The Living Legacy of Lamar University’s Spindletop 
Boomtown Museum and Kilgore College’s East Texas Oil Museum

•  Hope Meredith, Spindletop Boomtown Museum, 
Spindletop: 125 Years of Oil and the Boom 

•  Olivia Moore, Kilgore College, The Discovery of the East Texas 
Oil Field

10:30am, Session 8�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry 
Current and Future State of Water in Texas

Sponsored by: JP Bryan 
Chair: Giovanni Piccinni, Texas Water Resources Institute 
Presenters: 
•  Giovanni Piccinni, Texas Water Resources Institute, 

Texas Water Resources Institute: Addressing Water Needs for Texas 
and the Nation 

•  Allen Berthold, Texas Water Resources Institute, 
Securing Texas Water Future: Exploring Alternative Water Sources 
Through State Planning 

•  Lucas Gregory, Texas Water Resources Institute, Texas Water 
Today: Current Status of Texas’s Water Resources and Management

12:00pm, Women in Texas History Luncheon
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity Ballroom

Sponsored by: Dr. Betty Edwards
Special Guest Presenter: Sharon Sandle, Texas Supreme 

Court Historical Society 
•  Presentation of the Lynna Kay Shuffield Award, 

the Liz Carpenter Award, and the Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Award. Advance ticket purchase is required. Please see the 
registration desk for information.  

2:00pm, Session 9� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3 
TSHA Founder’s Series Roundtable – 
Honoring the Legacy of Robert “Bob” S. Weddle

Sponsored by: William V. Scott 
Chair: Richard B. McCaslin, Texas State Historical Association 
Panelists: 
•  Carol A. Liscomb, Independent Historian 
•  Bradley Folsom, Southeastern Oklahoma State University 

2:00pm, Session 10�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 6-8 
From Spindletop to Shale: The Arc of Innovation in Texas Oil

Sponsored by: JP Bryan 
Chair: Brandon Seale, A New History of Old Texas   

Presenters: 
•  Jason Theriot, Independent Historian, Horizontal 

Breakthrough in the Austin Chalk 
•  Jeff Spencer, Petroleum History Institute, Oilfield Innovation 

in the 1920s and 1930s 
•  Paul Spellman, Wharton County Junior College, Retired, 

Remembering Spindletop at 125 

2:00pm, Session 11� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall 
Memoir and Memory in the Texas Jewish Community

Chair: Melissa Cohen-Nickels, Joan and Stanford Alexander 
South Texas Jewish Archives 

Presenters:  
•  Laurie K. Bricker, Public Historian, My Grandmother’s Ring: 

A Memoir 
•  Kenneth Taylor, Holocaust Museum Houston, Personalizing 

History: The Value of Memoirs and Oral Histories in Holocaust 
Research and Education 

2:00pm, Session 12�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry
First Women of Texas: Trailblazing Pioneers

Chair: Ann Arnold, Wichita Falls Alliance for Arts and 
Culture 

Presenters: 
•  Barry Macha, Midwestern State University, Charlye Ola Farris 
•  Erika Arredondo-Haskins, University of Incarnate Word, 

Like Mother, Like Daughter: Exploring the Lives and Educational 
Legacies of the Yturri-Edmunds Women in Early Texas History 

•  Kendall Ferguson, Juanita Craft House, Juanita Craft: An 
Unsung Voting and Civil Rights Activist

3:30pm, Handbook of Texas Advisory Committee Meeting 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Sunnyside
 
3:30pm, Afternoon Social� � � � � � � � � � � � � � Live Oak Ballroom

4:00pm, Handbook of Texas Workshop�� � � Live Oak Ballroom

4:30pm, Almanac Committee Meeting�� � � � � � � � � � Sunnyside

6:00pm, President-Elect’s Dinner Honoring Wes Perry
�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Ballroom 
Sponsored by: Hon. Ken Wise 
Special Musical Guest: John Lomax III 
Advance ticket purchase is required. Please see registration 

desk for information. 

Thursday, March 5



� TSHA ANNUAL MEETING 2026      15

Friday, March 6, 2026 

7:30am,  Book Lovers’and Texana Collectors’ Breakfast
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity Ballroom

Special Guest Presenter: Julie DeWees Sparks, Under Texas Skies 
Advance ticket purchase is required. Please see registration 

desk for information.

8:00am, Publications Committee Meeting�� � � � � � � Sunnyside

9:00am, Session 13�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3 
The Wild Country: Mesteñas and Fighting Bulls in Mexico and Texas

Chair: Jesús F. de la Teja, Texas State University, Emeritus 
Presenters:  
•  José Roberto Campos Cordero, University of Texas, Breaking 

Free: The Origins of the Borderlands’ Wild Horses and Cows 
•  Matthew Butler, University of Texas, From Veracruz to El Paso: 

Tom Lea’s Search for Mexico’s Brave Bulls 

9:00am, Session 14�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 6-8 
Tales from the Texas Centennial 

Sponsored by: Steve and Allyson Cook 
Chair: Mark Lambert, Texas General Land Office 
Presenters: 
•  Jason Theriot, Independent Historian, Texas Declaration of 

Independence (Rediscovered twice!) 
•  Sarah Reveley, Independent Historian and Genealogical 

Researcher, Monuments of the 1936 Texas Centennial 
•  Clay Jones, Stephen F. Austin State University, Texas 

Centennial Cartography: Analyzing History, Identity, and Place

9:00am, Session 15�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall 
Beneath Our Boots: Archeologists on the Subject of Texas History

Sponsored by: Gail Swanlund 
Chair: Bradford M. Jones, Texas Historical Commission 
Presenters: 
•  Bradford M. Jones, Texas Historical Commission, Neither Lost, Nor 

Forgotten: Excavating the Final Resting Place of the Texas Ranger James Coryell 
•  Tamra Walter, Texas Tech University, The Beginning of the End: 

The History and Archeology of Mission San Lorenzo 
•  Sarah Chesney, University of Texas, Not “Handmaiden” But Partner: 

Archeology’s Role in Interpretation at San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site 
•  Tiffany Osburn, Texas Historical Commission, Spitting 

Distance: Mapping the Forgotten Features of Camp Verde, Home of the 
“Camel Corps” Experiment  

9:00am, Session 16�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry 
Women in Texas Aviation

Chair: Col. Kathleen Cosand, USAF (ret)   
Presenters: 
•  Barbara Ganson, Florida Atlantic University, Elizabeth “Bessie” Coleman 

and Edith Foltz Stearns: Two Texas Women Aviators from the Interwar Period 

•  Robert Tidwell, Texas Tech University, Edith Whatley 
McKanna: Multitalented Aviator 

•  Rachel McClain, National WASP WWII Museum, WASP: 
A Wartime Experiment 

10:30am, Session 17� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3 
The Lives and Forgotten Times of Governors Coke, Throckmorton, and Roberts

Sponsored by: Charles and Gail Swanlund
Chair: Hon. Ken Wise, Independent Scholar 
Presenters: 
•  John A. Adams Jr., Independent Scholar, Governor Oran 

Roberts: The Old Alcalde 
•  Rosser Coke Newton, Sr., Independent Scholar, Governor 

Richard Coke: Texan 
•  Kenneth Howell, Blinn College, Governor James Webb 

Throckmorton: The Trials and Tribulations of a Reconstruction Governor 

10:30am, Session 18�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3 
Texans in Civil War Indian Territory

Chair: Christopher B. Bean 
Presenters: 
•  Charles Grear, Central Texas College, Texans Fighting Alongside 

Confederate Indians, 5th Texas Cavalry Brigade 
•  W. Dale Weeks, Between Fire and Blood: North Texans and the 

Making of Confederate Indian Policy 
•  David Vickers, San Patricio County Historical 

Commission, The Texas Road: From the Osage Trace to Hwy 69

10:30am, Session 19�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall 
Northern Mexico and Texas Borderlands

Sponsored by: Frontier Developments, Inc.
Chair: John Klingemann, Sul Ross State University 
Presenters: 
•  Miguel Hernandez, University of Texas El Paso, Sowing Seeds of Scientific 

Knowledge: Rómulo Escobar and the Agricultural Frontier in Northern Mexico 
•  Adam Hogan, Texas Tech University, The Gods of Big Bend National Park 
•  Brandon Seale, New History of Old Texas, Articulating the Republic 

of the Rio Grande 

10:30am, Session 20�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry 
Traditions of Texas Trail Drivers and Beyond

Sponsored by: Hon. Ken Wise
Chair: Sylvia Mahoney, West Texas Historical Association 
Presenters: 
•  Mary Margaret Dougherty Campbell, Live Oak County Historical 

Commission, The West Brothers from Sweet Home: Trail Drivers, Cattlemen
•  William V. Scott, Texas Tech University, Amanda Burks: The 

Queen of the Old Trail Drivers 
•  Leland Turner, West Texas Historical Association, A 

Different Trail Driving Story: Australia’s Tradition
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12:00pm, TSHA Fellows and Awards Luncheon
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall

1:45pm, TSHA Membership Business Meeting
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall

Must be a current TSHA member to attend.

3:00pm, Session 21�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3
Texas Forever: Law from the Villa de San Felipe Courthouse through 
Texas’s 1876 Constitution

Sponsored by: Texas Supreme Court Historical Society 
Chair: Jasmine S. Wynton, Texas Supreme Court 

Historical Society 
Presenters: 
•  Bryan McAuley, San Felipe de Austin Historic Site, 

Law in the Villa de San Felipe de Austin 
•  William J. Chriss, Snapka Law Firm, The Constitution of 

1876: Its Enduring 150-Year Legacy. 
Commentator: Sharon Sandle, Texas Supreme Court 

Historical Society 

3:00pm, Session 22� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 6-8
We Are Off to the Races! Horseracing History in Texas

Chair: Donald S. Frazier, Texas Center at Schreiner 
University 

Presenters: 
•  Preston Lewis, Author, Betting on Horses:  Racing as an 

Economic Development Tool in Frontier West Texas 
•  Anne J. Bailey, Author, Texas Turf: Horse Racing in 19th 

Century Texas 
•  Jason Sullivan, Arlington Historical Society, Arlington 

Downs: Big-Time Horse Racing in a Small Town

3:00pm, Session 23� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall
Methodologies for Mapping Houston’s Old Chinatown

Chair: Dr. Melody Yunzi Li, University of Houston 
Presenters:  
•  Deavion Wallace, Stephen F. Austin State University, 

Memory is Only One Click Away: Using Short-From Digital 
Storytelling to Preserve Houston’s Old Chinatown  

•  Daniel Killian, University of Houston, Piecing Together 
Houston’s Old Chinatown on Paper, Pictures, and on Tape 

•  Shouyue Zhang, University of Melbourne, From Taiwan to 
Texas: The Taiwanese Diaspora and Politics in Post-WWII Texas 

3:00pm, Session 24� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry
Catholic Priests on the Texas Frontier

Chair: Carlos Varela, Texas General Land Office 
Presenters: 
•  Jesús F. de la Teja, Texas State University, Emeritus, A Young Priest 

on the Texas Frontier: Father Pedro Fuentes in San Antonio, 1771–1790 
•  Colton De Los Santos, University of Texas, Father Anthony 

Ganilh: The Mysterious Priest and Novelist of the Republic of Texas 

3:30pm, Archives Committee Meeting�� � � � � � � � � � Sunnyside

4:00pm, Afternoon Social� � � � � � � � � � � � � � Live Oak Ballroom
Sponsored by: Frontier Developments, Inc.

6:00pm, 130th Annual Meeting Celebration
Sponsored by: Lee and Ramona Bass, L’Auberge Casino Resort 
Special Musical Guest: Cory Coss Band 
Special thank you to the Silverado Ranch Entertainment and 

all of our Saloon dealers! 
Advanced ticket purchase is required. Please see registration 

desk for information.

Friday, March 6 

history
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Saturday, March 7, 2026 

8:00am, Southwestern Historical Quarterly Advisory 
Committee Meeting�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Sunnyside

9:00am, Session 25� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3
A Border in Crisis: The 1916 Deployment of the National Guard to the 
Border and the Lessons Learned

Chair: Lloyd M. Uglow, Nelson University 
Presenters: 
•  Jeff Hunt, Texas Military Forces Museum, Texas Could Whip 

Mexico If She Had To 
•  Adriana Schroeder, Illinois National Guard, Illinois National 

Guard on the Border, 1916 
•  Stephen S. Cure, Texas Historical Commission, There is 

More to Logistics Than Beans and Bullets: The Positive Effects of “The 
Great Call-Up” on U.S. Military Readiness 

9:00am, Session 26� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 6-8
“Screw You! I’m Not From Texas”: Texas Identities Through Film, 
Photography and Music

Chair:  Margaret Hoogstra, Authentic Texas 
Presenters: 
•  Henry Horenstein, Author, Miles and Miles of Texas 
•  Michael Thomas, Director, Dust: An Accidental Time Capsule 
•  Randy Mallory, Author, The Fifty-Year Texas Road Trip; On 

Assignment from Earth to Uncertain

9:00am, Session 27�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall
The Medal of Honor in Texas: Service, Commitment, and Legacy

Chair: Kali Schick, The National Medal of Honor Museum 
Presenters: 
•  Kali Schick, The National Medal of Honor Museum 
•  Greg Waters, The National Medal of Honor Museum 
•  Alexandra Rhue, The National Medal of Honor Museum 

9:00am, Session 28� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry
20th Century Texas Politics

Sponsored by: Frontier Developments, Inc.
Chair: Kendra DeHart, Sul Ross University 
Presenters: 
•  Kenneth Heineman, San Angelo State University, I Get 

Enough Anyway Just Sipping’: John Nance Garner’s Guide to Bourbon 
and the Political Arts 

•  Dolph Briscoe IV, Texas A&M University at San Antonio, 
The Majority is Still Right of Center: Texas Politics in the Watergate 
Era 

•  Jerry Patterson, Retired Marine/Recovering Texas 
Politician, Are We Better Off Now Than We Were Then? 

9:00am, Education Committee Meeting�� � � � � � � � � Sunnyside

10:00am, Walter Prescott Webb Historical Society Meeting 
and Caldwell Awards Presentation� � � � � � � � � � � � � � Sunnyside

10:30am, Session 29�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 1-3
Changes and Challenges: Making and Remaking Dallas

Chair: Sarah Crain, Preservation Dallas 
Presenters: 
•  Stephen Fagin, Sixth Floor Museum, Dallas’s Fraught Response 

to the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
•  David Preziosi, Texas Historical Foundation, Braniff Airways 
•  Evelyn Montgomery, City of Dallas Landmark 

Commission, Shaping a Growing City: Dallas’s Adventures with 
Planning 

10:30am, Session 30�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Irving Lecture Hall
The Stones are Speaking – Documentary Screening

Writer/Director Olive Talley will show a 56-minute version of her 
documentary, The Stones Are Speaking, about the groundbreaking 
Gault Archaeological Site and the man who saved it for history, Austin 
archaeologist Mike Collins. 

10:30am, Session 31�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Chinaberry 
Texas History Resources at SMU: Old and New 
Sponsored by: JP Bryan

Chair: Russell Martin, DeGolyer Library
Presenters: 
•  Cynthia Franco, DeGolyer Library, Manuscript and 

Archival Resources
•  Anne E. Peterson, DeGolyer Library, Photographic Resources
•  Benjamin Jenkins, DeGolyer Library, The SMU Archives
•  Christina Wood, DeGolyer Library, Texas Manuscripts in 

the Rees-Jones Library of the American West
•  Russell Martin, DeGolyer Library, Printed Sources 

10:30am, Session 32� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � Trinity 6-8
The Life and Times of Jenkins Garrett

Sponsored by: JP Bryan 
Chair: Stephen L. Hardin 
Panelists: 
•  JP Bryan 
•  Ron Tyler 
•  Gerald Saxon 
•  Ben W. Huseman 

11:00am, Junior Historian Meeting� � � � � � � � � � � � � � Sunnyside
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Future Annual Meetings

The 131st Annual Meeting will be held March 3 – March 7, 2027  
in Abilene, Texas, at the Abilene Convention Center. 

2027 Awards and 

Fellowship Nominations

Book award nominations and fellowship applications are due Thursday, November 15, 2026.   
More information is available on the TSHA website at www.tshaonline.org/awards.  

Research and paper submissions can be submitted online. Book submissions must be mailed in to P.O. Box 5428,  
Austin, TX 78763. Each submission must include the registration form found on our website.

2027 Call for Proposals

The program committee is now calling for proposals and papers to be presented at the 131st Annual Meeting,  
to be held at the Abilene Convention Center, March 3 – March 7, 2027. A complete session proposal includes:

a.) A completed CFP worksheet. You can find the worksheet online at am.tsha.events/call-for-proposals/
b.) The session title 
c.) Complete name, address, phone number, email, and a one-page vita for all participants 
d.) Titles of the two or three individual papers with a brief summary of each

Proposals must be received by August 1, 2026.
 
 

Submit Your Proposal
There are two ways to submit:

1. Mail it to us:  Texas State Historical Association
					                P.O. Box 5428
					                Austin, TX 78763 

2. Email it to us: angel.baldree@tshaonline.org.
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Now officially the State Book of Texas, the 2026-2027 Texas
Almanac is truly out of this world with hundreds of fresh images,
data tables, and fun facts for people of all ages to explore.

From the Space Age in Texas to our new “Best of Texas” lists, and
more, scan the QR code to order your piece of Lone Star State
history today! 

Also available at: LegacyofTexas.com 
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Archaeologist Mike Collins 
risked it all to save 30 acres 
deep in the heart of Texas. 

What he found there 
changed history. 

Archaeologist Mike Collins 
risked it all to save 30 acres 
deep in the heart of Texas. 

WHERE TEXAS HISTORY MEETS HUMAN CURIOSITY
Critically acclaimed and audience favorite. See why Texas 

historians are talking about this groundbreaking fi lm.

“This fi lm will leave you in awe!”
— Jason Pentrail, Seven Ages podcast

“… a great Texas story that becomes a great human story.”  
— Austin Zook, Dallas Observer

“Talley’s movie taps into our natural curiosity about the world 
and, particularly, the origins of humanity.”

— Michael Barnes, Austin American-Statesman

Watch now: Amazon | YouTube | Apple TVAmazon | YouTube | Apple TV

Visit thestonesarespeaking.com/watch.php for more
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Paul R. Minshull #16591. BP 25%; see HA.com   88382

HA.com/Historical

Chas. W. Pressler and A. B. Langermann.  
Map of the State of Texas. Austin: General Land Office, 1879. 
One of only three known, and the only one in private hands.

Sold for $705,000

DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH 
LONDON | HONG KONG | MUNICH | TOKYO | PARIS | AMSTERDAM | BRUSSELS | GENEVA 

Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 50+ Categories 
Immediate Cash Advances Available 

2 Million+ Online Bidder-Members

What is Your Collection Worth?  
Heritage Auctions can help you maximize your return on investment!

HISTORICAL SIGNATURE® AUCTIONS 

Francis Moore, Jr. Map and Description of Texas, containing 
Sketches of its History, Geology, Geography and Statistics:  

With concise statements, relative to the soil, climate, productions,  
facilities of transportation, population of the country; and some brief 

remarks Upon the Character and Customs of its Inhabitants.  
Philadelphia: H. Tanner, Junr.; New York: Tanner & Disturnell, 1840.

Sold for $519,000

Sam Houston Endorsement Signature on his Final 
Pay Check as Governor of Texas.
“Comptroller’s Office, Austin,” Texas; March 22, 1861. 

Sold for $40,000
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works, or other exemplary scholarly activity, a special aptitude for historical investigation. This 
special group of historians provide the scholarly backbone of the Association. 

SINCE 1897,
Fellows
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MAGNOLIA
COLLECT ION

THE

POSTAL HISTORY OF TEXAS 

The Magnolia Collection of Texas Postal History features 
a panoramic array of rare and spectacular stamps and 
covers, spanning the evolution of Texas as a colonial  
possession of Spain and Mexico, an independent republic, 
and a state before, during and after the Civil War.

Collectors of stamps, historical letters, currency, 
covers and Texana in general will find opportunities 
in this important auction series. The first sale on 
March 25, 2026, includes some of the rarest and 
most valuable items in Texas philately, including the 
only known example of the “Large Beaumont” 
postmaster’s provisional. For information and  
updates about the sale, go to siegelauctions.com

siegelauctions.com
SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES

Magnolia Texas Ad-THSA Annual Meeting Full Page 8 x 10.qxp_Brochure  12/8/25  3:20 PM  Page 1
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John William “Bill” O’Neal 

wasn’t born on April 8, 1942. Rather, he galloped into existence in Corsicana, Texas, riding a 
bucking horse on that date! When he was a little boy, he spent treasured hours at the Ideal, Palace 
and Grand Theatres in Corsicana riding the range with Gene Autry and Roy Rogers. His parents, 
Mr. William Causby “Bud” and Mrs. Jessie Lucille O’Neal, taught him to love God, and Bill was 
a devoted Christian till he rode off into the sunset on November 3, 2025.

​Bill started writing stories when he was just a young cowpoke, and when he grew up, he spent 
many delightful days writing about the American West. His four daughters, Lynn, Shellie, Berri 
and Causby, rode shotgun with him on his adventurous research trips, and Bill’s devotion to his 
girls knew no bounds. Ever interested in his daughters’ lives and dreams, he faithfully attended 
their ballgames, concerts, and play performances. He continued this tradition with his grand-
children.

​Bill began his teaching career as a high school football coach in Anna, Waskom, and Lampasas, 
and always willing to wear multiple hats, he was also called upon to serve as principal and Spanish 
teacher! He began teaching at Panola College in 1970, and he spent four decades there giving 
lectures, often appearing in costume. On any given day, he could be seen strolling across campus 
as a Revolutionary War officer, a frontiersman, or a medieval lord.

​Mr. O’Neal loved giving talks about history, and though he made appearances on TBS, The 
History Channel, The Learning Channel, CMT, and A & E, no engagement and no town was too 
small! He loved telling everyone about history, and his motto was, “You don’t know who you are 
till you know who you were!” 

​Bill was a lifelong Baptist, and he served as department coordinator and Sunday School teacher 
for decades at Central Baptist Church in Carthage, Texas.

​Bill lassoed a number of awards during his time riding the range. He served two terms as State 
Historian of Texas (his wife Karon proudly bore the title “Chief of Staff ” for that office, riding 
with him across Texas to passels of appearances); he received the A C Greene Literary Award 
in 2015; the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Wild West History Association; True West 
Magazine’s Best Living Non-Fiction Writer for 2007; the NOLA Book of the Year for his book, 
The Johnson County War; and an Honorary Doctor of Letters from his beloved alma mater, East 
Texas A&M University. Bill was a prolific writer, authoring 59 books. 
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Charles Norman Parsons, 

known affectionately as “Chuck” to friends and family, was born on a farm near Laurens, Iowa, on 
July 23, 1940. He peacefully went to be in the loving arms of the Lord on Friday August 1, 2025.

Chuck was the only son and second child of William Thomas and Vera Leona (Parker) Par-
sons. A sister, Wilma Leona, born June 29, 1937, was tragically killed in an automobile accident 
near Marathon, Iowa, on September 14, 1946.

A 1958 graduate of Fairmont High School, Chuck went on to attend the University of Min-
nesota-Minneapolis, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in education and later pursued graduate 
studies. From 1965-1973 Chuck taught beginning French at Washington Junior High School 
in Racine, Wisconsin. In 1973, he began his career in school administration, securing his first 
principal position in Barrett, Minnesota. Over the next two decades, he held several leadership 
roles, including Principal, Athletic Director, and Director of Transportation for the Black Hawk 
Schools in South Wayne, Wisconsin. Chuck found great joy and purpose in both teaching and his 
work in school administration, where he touched countless lives with his passion and dedication.

After retiring from school administration, Chuck found great joy in researching and writing 
about Old West history and its fascinating personalities. He was known for his column, “The 
Answer Man” in True West Magazine. In addition, he served as editor of both the newsletter and 
quarterly journal of the National Association for Outlaw and Lawman History (NOLA), an or-
ganization devoted to the proliferation of accurate information and authentication of the history 
of outlaws and lawmen of the Old West.

Chuck was a proud and prolific award-winning author. His published works include Captain 
John R. Hughes: Lone Star Ranger (winner of the WWHA Best Book Award); The Sutton-Taylor Feud; 
John B. Armstrong: Texas Ranger, Pioneer Rancher; Captain L.H. McNelly, Texas Ranger; Bowen and Hardin; 
and Clay Allison: Portrait of a Shootist. He is the co-author of A Lawless Breed: John Wesley Hardin, Texas 
Reconstruction, Violence in the Wild West, The Notorious Luke Short: Sporting Man of the Wild West, and Texas 
Ranger N.O. Reynolds.

Chuck contributed countless articles and book reviews to a wide array of historical publica-
tions. At the time of his passing, he was working on a manuscript entitled Matt Woodlief: Texas 
Gambler-Gunfighter. Over the years, Chuck was an active and devoted member of numerous or-
ganizations including the English Westerners Society, Caldwell County Historical Commission, 
Oklahombres, the Texas State Historical Association, and the Wild West History Association. 
Through his research, writing, and active participation in these organizations, he formed lasting 
friendships and leaves behind many cherished friends he met along the way.
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BY REBECCA SHARPLESS
$45.00 hardcover

The Conservative Frontier
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Rick Perry
A Political Life
BY BRANDON ROTTINGHAUS
$35.00 hardcover

Bill Hobby
A Life in Journalism and Public Service
BY DON CARLETON & ERIN L. PURDY
$34.95 hardcover

Official Guide to Texas State Parks 
and Historic Sites
New Edition
BY LAURENCE PARENT
$29.95 paperback

Chuco Punk
Sonic Insurgency in El Paso
BY TARA LÓPEZ
$21.95 paperback

COMING SOON

One State Under God
A History of Religion in Texas
BY JOSEPH L. LOCKE
$34.95 hardcover
JULY 2026

Texan Crucible
How the Irish, Germans, and Czechs 
Became Anglo
BY MARIAN J. BARBER
$45.00 hardcover
JUNE 2026

Capturing Labor
A History of Unfree Work in the 
Southwest
EDITED BY JESSICA R. PLILEY & 
JOHN MCKIERNAN-GONZÁLEZ
$45.00 hardcover
APRIL 2026

Houston and the Permanence of 
Segregation
An Afropessimist Approach to Urban 
History
BY DAVID PONTON III
$34.95 new in paperback
APRIL 202630% off and free  

shipping with code 

UTXTSHA . Offer valid 

through March 31, 2026. 

university of texas press
www.utexaspress.com | @utexaspress

People of the Wheat
Culture and Cultivation in North Texas
BY REBECCA SHARPLESS
$45.00 hardcover

The Conservative Frontier
Texas and the Origins of the New Right
BY JEFF ROCHE
$34.95 hardcover

Wrangling Pelicans
Military Life in Texas Presidios
BY TIM SEITER
$45.00 hardcover

The First Movie Studio in Texas
Gaston Méliès’s Star Film Ranch
BY KATHRYN FULLER-SEELEY & FRANK 
THOMPSON
$45.00 hardcover

Someday All the Adults Will Die!
The Birth of Texas Punk
BY PAT BLASHILL
$29.95 paperback

The Texas Civil Rights Project
How We Built a Social Justice Movement
BY JIM HARRINGTON
$29.95 hardcover

Texas Takes Shape
A History in Maps from the General 
Land Office
EDITED BY MARK LAMBERT, JAMES 
HARKINS, BRIAN A. STAUFFER & 
PATRICK WALSH
$45.00 hardcover

Texian Exodus
The Runaway Scrape and Its Enduring 
Legacy
BY STEPHEN L. HARDIN
$39.95 hardcover

Rehab on the Range
A History of Addiction and Incarceration 
in the American West
BY HOLLY M. KARIBO
$45.00 hardcover

Somos Tejanas!
Chicana Identity and Culture in Texas
EDITED BY JODY A. MARÍN &  
NORMA E. CANTÚ
$39.95 paperback

Iranians in Texas
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$34.95 revised paperback

Violence in the Hill Country
The Texas Frontier in the Civil War Era
BY NICHOLAS KEEFAUVER ROLAND
$34.95 paperback

Before Lawrence v. Texas
The Making of a Queer Social Movement
BY WESLEY G. PHELPS
$34.95 paperback

Rick Perry
A Political Life
BY BRANDON ROTTINGHAUS
$35.00 hardcover

Bill Hobby
A Life in Journalism and Public Service
BY DON CARLETON & ERIN L. PURDY
$34.95 hardcover

Official Guide to Texas State Parks 
and Historic Sites
New Edition
BY LAURENCE PARENT
$29.95 paperback

Chuco Punk
Sonic Insurgency in El Paso
BY TARA LÓPEZ
$21.95 paperback

COMING SOON

One State Under God
A History of Religion in Texas
BY JOSEPH L. LOCKE
$34.95 hardcover
JULY 2026

Texan Crucible
How the Irish, Germans, and Czechs 
Became Anglo
BY MARIAN J. BARBER
$45.00 hardcover
JUNE 2026

Capturing Labor
A History of Unfree Work in the 
Southwest
EDITED BY JESSICA R. PLILEY & 
JOHN MCKIERNAN-GONZÁLEZ
$45.00 hardcover
APRIL 2026

Houston and the Permanence of 
Segregation
An Afropessimist Approach to Urban 
History
BY DAVID PONTON III
$34.95 new in paperback
APRIL 202630% off and free  

shipping with code 

UTXTSHA . Offer valid 

through March 31, 2026. 

university of texas press
www.utexaspress.com | @utexaspress



34      TSHA ANNUAL MEETING 2026�

Search by Recently-Added Entries

Scan Here to Browse 28,000+
Texas History Entries

Your Go-To Resource For All Things Texas History

TSHAONLINE.ORG/HANDBOOK

28,049 6,000,000+ 207
HANDBOOK ENTRIES PAGEVIEWS YEARLY COUNTRIES REACHED

Google Translate: 240+ Languages

The Handbook of Texas, a digital encyclopedia
by the Texas State Historical Association (TSHA),
offers free, comprehensive coverage of Texas
history, from its earliest inhabitants to the
present. With over 28,000 entries written by
historians and experts, the Handbook is
continuously expanded through special
projects, user suggestions, and scholarly
research.

Celebrating 10 Years of the Handbook of Texas Women
Over 500 new Handbook of Texas Women entries added!

Our 28,000th Handbook entry is on Pedro de la Fuente
Fernández, better known as Pedro Fuentes, authored by Dr.
Jesús "Frank" de la Teja, who is a TSHA Honorary Life Board
Member.

Search by Recently-Added Entries

Scan Here to Browse 28,000+
Texas History Entries

Your Go-To Resource For All Things Texas History

TSHAONLINE.ORG/HANDBOOK

28,049 6,000,000+ 207
HANDBOOK ENTRIES PAGEVIEWS YEARLY COUNTRIES REACHED

Google Translate: 240+ Languages

The Handbook of Texas, a digital encyclopedia
by the Texas State Historical Association (TSHA),
offers free, comprehensive coverage of Texas
history, from its earliest inhabitants to the
present. With over 28,000 entries written by
historians and experts, the Handbook is
continuously expanded through special
projects, user suggestions, and scholarly
research.

Celebrating 10 Years of the Handbook of Texas Women
Over 500 new Handbook of Texas Women entries added!

Our 28,000th Handbook entry is on Pedro de la Fuente
Fernández, better known as Pedro Fuentes, authored by Dr.
Jesús "Frank" de la Teja, who is a TSHA Honorary Life Board
Member.
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Your Go-To Resource For All Things Texas History

TSHAONLINE.ORG/HANDBOOK

28,049 6,000,000+ 207
HANDBOOK ENTRIES PAGEVIEWS YEARLY COUNTRIES REACHED

Google Translate: 240+ Languages

The Handbook of Texas, a digital encyclopedia
by the Texas State Historical Association (TSHA),
offers free, comprehensive coverage of Texas
history, from its earliest inhabitants to the
present. With over 28,000 entries written by
historians and experts, the Handbook is
continuously expanded through special
projects, user suggestions, and scholarly
research.

Celebrating 10 Years of the Handbook of Texas Women
Over 500 new Handbook of Texas Women entries added!

Our 28,000th Handbook entry is on Pedro de la Fuente
Fernández, better known as Pedro Fuentes, authored by Dr.
Jesús "Frank" de la Teja, who is a TSHA Honorary Life Board
Member.
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Adopt a Piece of Texas!
Adopt a county, town, city, lake, college, or university. 

Add your personalized message and support the preservation
of Texas history today. 

Funds raised through the Great Texas Land Rush
support the production of the Texas Almanac and our
mission to promote the appreciation, understanding,
and teaching of the rich and unique history of Texas. 

1. Choose a location

2. Fill in the name, message, and adoption duration

3. Customize your frameable
certificate!

LandRush.TexasAlmanac.com

Texas State Historical Association
Certificate of Adoption

is presented in honor of

my dad Richie Reed who loved Texas history
from

Kerry Reed Jones
for support of the Texas Almanac by adopting 

Goldthwaite, Texas 

Executive Director Managing Editor, Texas Almanac
J.P. Bryan, Jr. Brett Regan

from November 1, 2025 to November 1, 2026

Texas State Historical Association
Certificate of Adoption

is presented in honor of

Moses Austin
from

Stephen F. Austin
for support of the Texas Almanac by adopting 

Austin, Texas

Executive Director Managing Editor, Texas Almanac
J.P. Bryan, Jr. Brett Regan

from November 1, 2025 to November 1, 2026

Texas State Historical Association
Certificate of Adoption

is presented in honor of

Moses Austin
from

Stephen F. Austin
for support of the Texas Almanac by adopting 

Austin, Texas

Executive Director Managing Editor, Texas Almanac
J.P. Bryan, Jr. Brett Regan

from January 1, 2026 to January 1, 2027
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OFFICERS

GENE PREUSS, President

WESLEY PERRY, Vice President

DOLPH BRISCOE, IV, Second Vice President 

KEN WISE, Past President 

LANCE LOLLEY, Second Past President Vacancy

LEWIS FISHER, Secretary
 

1897 – THE OLDEST LEARNED SOCIETY IN TEXAS – 1897

J.P. BRYAN
Honorary Life 
 Board Member

JOHN CRAIN
Honorary Life  
Board Member 

STEVE COOK
Honorary Life  
Board Member 

JESÚS F. DE LA TEJA,  
Honorary Life  
Board Member

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

J.P. BRYAN

Katharine Armstrong (2023-2026)
Carolyn Boyd (2024-2027) 
Ramona Bass (2024-2027) 
Ana Martinez-Catsam (2022-2028) 
Betty Edwards (2023-2026) 

Glen Sample Ely (2022-2025) 
Max Grossman (2025-2028) 
Steve Hardin (2024-2027) 
Steve Ivy (2024-2027)
Whit Jones III (2020-2026)

William V. Scott (2022-2028)
Brandon Seale (2024-2027) 
W.F. Strong (2023-2026) 
Charles Swanlund (2022-2025)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(In addition to the officers named above)
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Want to become a

Member?

With your individual membership, you gain access to an array
of benefits designed to deepen your understanding and
connection to Texas history. Your contribution also helps us
further our education outreach, publications, and scholarship.

Since 1897, the Texas State Historical Association (TSHA) has
been the leading voice for preserving, promoting, and
teaching the rich and diverse history of Texas. Now, we
invite you to join our growing community of history
enthusiasts, educators, and proud Texans.

Friend of Texas Member
Benefits Include...
A subscription to the
Southwestern Historical
Quarterly

Discounts on TSHA books and
merchandise

Early access to events and
programs

Exclusive digital resources,
including member-only content

Become a TSHA member today!

tsha.wildapricot.org

Visit here to explore our membership levels
and benefits. We hope you join our
community of Texas history enthusiasts!
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April 17-19, 2026 San Antonio, TX
Get ready to immerse yourself in the pivotal stories of the Texas

Revolution at this year’s Texas Revolution Rendezvous, hosted by the
Texas State Historical Association. Held at the legendary Menger Hotel in

San Antonio, the weekend features expert-led presentations, guided
tours, exclusive museum access, and a spectacular 1836-inspired dinner.

Event Schedule:

Friday, April 17
Revolution Dinner & Silent Auction | 6:00–9:00 PM

Saturday, April 18
San Antonio Walking Tours | 9:00–11:00 AM
Symposium at the Menger Hotel | 1:00–4:00 PM

Sunday, April 19
Enjoy complimentary admission to:

The Ralston Family Collections Center at the Alamo
Witte Museum
The Briscoe Western Art Museum
San Antonio Museum of Art

Register Now! 
txrev.tsha.events

angel.baldree@tshaonline.org
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Texas Flyover
Ad

www.TheTexasFlyover.com
Join for FREE. Unsubscribe any time. 

A morning email focused entirely on
news from the state of Texas. If it’s
important news inside TX state lines,
we cover it.

Lone Star Focused

Texas News.
Written by Texans,
for Texans. 

No Bull. 
Just the Facts.

Straight Shooting
Texas news coverage without the
national media spin. We’re not wild
about fat in our writing, either. No bull.
Just the facts.

Lone Star Focused
We cover important Texas stories, and
we have a little fun, too. Bluebonnets
and beef, oil prices and Friday night
lights. Get it all in one place.
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Orders: 800.826.8911        www. tamupress.com    

Saltgrass Prairie Saga
A German American Family in Texas
Jim Burnett 

Bridles and Biscuits
Contraband Culture in Spanish East Texas
Gary L. Pinkerton with Tom H. Gann

Santa Anna’s Army 
in the Texas Revolution, 1835
Gregg J. Dimmick
Translated by John R. Wheat

San Antonio and Its Missions
Three Centuries of History, Memory, and Heritage
 Joel Daniel Kitchens

The Architecture of Wesley Clark Dodson
Legacy of a Good Name
Mary Helen Dodson

Honey Springs, Oklahoma
Historical Archaeology of a Civil War Battlefield
William B. Lees

Beyond the Bataan Death March
The Life and Times of K. L. Berry
Dana Berry Frazee

Edward L. Blackshear at Prairie View
Texas Education Crusader
John A. Adams Jr.

Eight Miles from the Front Gate
My Life on the Y.O. Ranch with Charles Schreiner III
Norma Schreiner

Building Community in Houston
Alice Baker, Julia Ideson, and Ima Hogg
Kate Sayen Kirkland

The Rise of Houston as a Global City
Geoffrey Connor
Foreword by Cecilia Abbott

30% off
all titles!

 

A German Texan in World War II
The Diary, Letters, and Memorabilia of an 
88th Infantry Officer
Marilyn Melcher Maddox
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www. tamupress.com           Orders: 800.826.8911

New, recent, and forthcoming books

The Cost of Cool
Austin’s Tech Growth and the People Left Behind
Jon Roberts

Historic Homes of Waco, Texas, 
Second Edition
Kenneth Hafertepe

Prairie View
A Study in Public Conscience, 1878–1946, Volume I
George Ruble Woolfolk
Edited by Ronald E. Goodwin

The Hill We Climbed
Prairie View A&M University
Edited by Will Guzmán 
and William T. Hoston

Choreographing a House
Dan Phillips, Apostle for Sustainable Housing
Dan Phillips
Edited by Robert Maninger and Frank Fair

Forthcoming in 2026! 

Denton Women’s Interracial Fellowship
Leading a Texas City’s Desegregation
Annetta Ramsay

J. T. Canales and the Texas Rangers
Richard Ribb

Hugo O’Conor
A Shadow of Ireland in New Spain
Mark Santiago

Breaking Through
A Half-Century of the George R. Brown School of 
Engineering and Computing at Rice University
Joe Nick Patoski
Distributed for Rice University School of 
Engineering & Computing



Twilight of the Old Army  
in Texas, 1900–1941

By Col. (Ret.) Thomas T. “Ty” Smith
978-1-62511-088-6 Paperback

Texan In Blue: Captain Francis  
Asbury Vaughan of the  

First Texas Cavalry, USA
By Richard B. McCaslin  

& J. Wayne Stewart 
978-1-62511-090-9 Paperback

N O W  AVA I L A B L E  F R O M  T H E

We wrote the book on Texas history.

11 Days on the Colorado:  
The Pivotal Battle Unfought

By James E. Brasher
978-1-62511-077-0 Paperback

Available at  
LegacyofTexas.com

Santa Rita 100th Anniversary reprint | By Martin W. Schwettmann

Black Gold in Texas: Oil and Gas  
History from The Southwestern 

Historical Quarterly
Edited by Richard B. McCaslin

Introduction by Jason P. Theriot
978-1-62511-094-7 Paperback

Reinventing Texas:  
The Legacy of Santa Rita #1

By Bobby D. Weaver
978-1-62511-082-4 Hardcover
978-1-62511-079-4 Paperback

Life and Death on the Western  
Front: Marine Private Charles  

Jefferson Rhea’s World War I Memoir
Edited by James Presley

978-1-62511-092-3 Paperback

The legendary drilling of the Santa Rita well—named after the Patron Saint of the Impossible—
propelled the University of Texas’s endowment into the largest in the United States. For many, 
Martin W. Schwettmann’s Santa Rita is not only considered one of the greatest tributes ever 
paid to the oil and gas industry, it is a title revered in the libraries of many Texana collectors.

S P E C I A L  C O L L E C T I O N
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See the fascinating history of South 
Texas come alive in vibrant murals and 

learn about the area’s cultural, 
economic and religious development. 
View “Vaquero”, a video describing 

cowboy life in the Wild Horse Desert. 
 

Open Tues. – Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

 
Admission: $3.00 Adults 

$2.00 Seniors and Teens 13-18 
Children 12 and under  

and organized school groups are free.  
 

280 La Parra Ave.  Sarita, Texas 78385 
 

Information: 361-415-2912
 

www.kenedy.org/museum/  

  




